
 

 

 

 

Where Reality is Respect,  
AppreciaƟon, and Fulfillment 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR  
ANNUAL FALL BENEFIT 

OF OCTOBER 1, 2017 

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT: 

 
Fall Benefit Speech  - October 1, 2017  

 
Last year I talked about what happened the previous year at RRAF.  This year, as we celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of RRAF day programming, I will talk about its history.  I’ll begin with some background 
information. 
 
RRAF is, in large measure, the creation of Sam and Rosemary Lapertosa.  Their dream was to create a 
program that their own son with autism, Sam, Jr., could attend once he completed high school.  The 
Lapertosa’s lobbied tirelessly for the funds necessary to begin providing day services.  This began in 
1981 with some limited services. 
 
With an initial grant from the State of Illinois, RRAF began providing day services in 1987, hence our 
30th anniversary, to adults with intellectual disabilities. The first location for RRAF was a rented 
classroom of a parochial school in Elmhurst.   
 
It important to note that RRAF was the first community agency to accept adults with autism in Illinois. 
 
Some timeline information: 
 
1990:  Marilyn Flanagan begins working for RRAF. 
 
1991: After the untimely death of both Sam and Rosemary Lapertosa, within one year of each other, 
Marilyn was promoted to Executive Director under a reorganization of RRAF.  
 
 1992:  RRAF moves to a larger, community-based site in Elmhurst. 
 
1997:  RRAF receives the first of SEVEN consecutive 3-year accreditation awards from the Commission 
on the Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities, better known as CARF.  
 
2001:  RRAF moves into its present location:  613 S. Main in Lombard 

Continued on Page Two  
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From Page One - Fall Benefit Speech 
 
The next several years were marked with expansion, not only of the number of adults served, but also 
the purchase of the property next door, 619 South Main in 2003, the number of vans for transportation, 
and staff. 
 
2005 and 2006:  RRAF takes possession of the property at 619 Main Street and is renovated and readied 
for occupancy. 
 
RRAF was given special recognition in 2006 and in 2009, for the fourth and fifth consecutive three-year 
accreditation award,  from CARF which included a “Governance Standard Applied” addendum for the 
Board of Directors for their stewardship of RRAF  
 
During the past 21 years RRAF has achieved 100% compliance 18 times from the State of Illinois 
Department of Human Services. (And the years we did not, the lowest compliance was at 93%).  
 
During 30 years of operation RRAF has had 63 adults receive services and employed more than 40 
individuals to provide those services.   
 
During 30 years of operation RRAF has received donations and support from over 25 foundations, 
service, and social agencies including: 
 
American Legion & Auxiliary 
DuPage Community Foundation 
Knights of Columbus (6 councils) 
Lions Clubs  
Most recently:  100+ Women Who Care of Elmhurst 
 
17 Anonymous donations of over 80 thousand dollars 
 
For additional information of the history of RRAF please look at our website:  rraf.org.  In closing let 
me say just a few more words. 
 
To the staff at RRAF, Marilyn, Zach Slaughter, Vice President of Day Programming, Ron Gross, Direct 
Support Person, and our part time driver, Fred Stella,  I know I speak for all the families here when I 
give you our heartfelt gratitude for all you do for RRAF and our loved ones. 

 
To my fellow board members and officers:  Marilyn Flanagan, Jessica Vandermeir, Roger Davis, and 
David Mullan, thank you for making my job as your President easier.  Your wisdom and guidance you 
provide to RRAF is unmeasurable.  I am deeply grateful. 
   
In closing, again, I want to thank you for attending this important fundraiser for RRAF.   Your continued 
support will help RRAF continue to be the best place for adults with developmental disabilities. 

Thank you,  
Sally Mullan, 

President 

 

The Fall Benefit held October 1, 2017 netted…… 
over $16,000.00 !!!   Every dollar will go to enhance the services 

provided to RRAF adults with intellectual disabilities.  Thank you all !! 



 

FALL BENEFIT 
PICTURES !! 

 

A fun day was 
 had by all.   

 
Counting contests, 
Lapertosa award 

presentations,  
and more !! 
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A special “double winner” raffle for a cooler was the surprise of the day! 
And, the raffle bin was full -  there were almost 200 prizes to win!  Thank you all. 
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Lilac Bakery, Lombard 
Lombard Dairy Queen 

Lynfred Winery, Roselle 
Made In Italy Trattoria, Glen Ellyn 

Maggiano’s, Naperville 
Malnati Organization 

Manhattan’s, Carol Stream 
Marcus Theatres Corporation 

McDonald’s, Glendale Heights 
M.E.N.S. Esquire Barber Shop, Lombard 

Michael Anthony’s, Villa Park 
The Morton Arboretum, Lisle 

Morton’s, Naperville  
John and Dee Mulkerin 

Music Box Theater, Chicago 
Fran Nimmerfroh 

O’Neill’s Pub, Lombard 
Paul’s Shoes, Glen Ellyn 

Pinstripes, Oak Brook 
Pioneer Garden & Feed, Villa Park 
Platt Hill Nursery, Bloomingdale 

Punky’s Pub, Ltd., Lombard 
Rooster’s Bar & Grill, Bloomingdale 

Safari Land, Villa Park 
Jackie Shannon 

Shannon’s Irish Pub, Lombard 
Shedd Aquarium 
Donna Shinkus 

Sooper Lube, Villa Park 
Kathie Stellman 

Amy Swida 
Tree Guy’s Pizza Pub, Itasca 

Tricoci’s, Stratford Square Mall 
Lisa Tully 

Mary Ann Tully 
Vineyard Vines  

The Westin, Lombard 
Wildfire Restaurant 

Gail Williams 
Wood Fire Pizza Café, Lombard 

Zanie’s Comedy Nite Club, Chicago 
Zanie’s Comedy Nite Club, St. Charles 

Ziegfield Troy Golf, Woodridge 
-and- 

Families and Friends of RRAF 

Adelle’s Fine American Fare, Wheaton 
Addison Dairy Queen 

Aspirations Dance Co., Lombard 
Barone’s of Glen Ellyn 
Tyler and Becky Barr 

The Bookstore, Glen Ellyn 
Joan Bowen 
Judy Boyer 

Brianna’s Flowers, Bloomingdale 
Brookfield Zoo, Chicago Zoological Society 

Buca di Beppo, Lombard 
Randall Bullen Photography, Lombard 

Mary Connolly Cardell 
Car Wash Express, Addison 

Chama Gaucha Brazilian Steakhouse, Downers Grove 
The Chicago Cubs 

The Chicago Wolves 
Chili’s Restaurant, Bloomingdale 

Cla Sha Boutique, Lombard 
Crossroads Tavern, Wood Dale 

Devon Seafood & Steak, Oakbrook  
Fannie May, Stratford Square Mall 
Fingers-N-Faces Salon, Villa Park 

Fire + Wine, Glen Ellyn 
Lucy Fisher 

Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse 
Shirley Gecewicz 

Glendale Lakes Golf Club 
Golfer’s Edge, Lombard 
Graue Mill, Oak Brook 

Bree Grimaldi 
Mark and Lisa Grzywa 

Gyros Express, Addison 
Hacker’s Glenbard Gardens 
Home Depot, Carol Stream 

Huyvaert Chiropractic, Glendale Heights 
Improv, Schaumburg 

Holly Jeffers 
Jewel Osco, Glendale Heights 

Ki’s Steak & Seafood, Glendale Heights 
Dolores Kochanek 

Krage’s Servicenter, Addison 
Pat Kreibich 

Kuppie’s Bakery,  Villa Park 
Let Us Entertain You Restaurants 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED RAFFLE PRIZES 
TO OUR ANNUAL FALL BENEFIT CELEBRATION 

FALL BENEFIT DONORS 
 

Addison Dairy Queen 
Kathleen Altman 

Frank and Connie Bruno 
Roger and Sandy Davis 

Dina De La Cruz 
Gregorio and Estela Deloris 

Don and Bonita DeVale 
Joe and Jeanne Dipirro 

Jean Dolle 

Barbara Kennedy 
Ron and Sue Metty 
Anthony Pittacora 

Mark Samuel 

Steven Domzalski 
Marilyn Flanagan 

Felix and Edna Ganon 
Walter Johnson, Jr. 



George Belitz 
Ray, Genie, and Mary Urick 
 
Clay Cooper, Jr. 
Penny Anderson 
Tracy Behrens 
Paul and Cindy Habura 
Rhonda Mack 
 
Michael Cooper 
Paul and Cindy Habura 
Rhonda Mack 
 
Phil Davis 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Scott Davis 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Kathy DiPrima 
Richard DiPrima 
 
John Eades 
Penny Anderson 
 
Grant Ellington 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Hurricane Harvey Victims 
Ron and Sue Metty 

Page 5 RRAF – October, 2017  

 
 
Kelly Mulkerin 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Aaron Mitton 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Al Mitton 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Helen Nelson 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Verbraunia Rhodes 
Penny Anderson 
 
Dolores Schwartz 
St. Matthew CCW 
 
Rod and Dolores Schwartz 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Sanda Raye Smitt 
Penny Anderson 
 
Michael Walker 
Tracy Behrens 
Rhonda Mack 

 
Brooke Davis 
Barbara Kennedy 
Ron and Sue Metty 
Ron and Lynn Samuel 
Peter and Lori Sylvester 
 
Collin Grzywa 
Mark and Lisa Grzywa 
 
Bonnie Habura 
Carol Bartels 
Tim and Denise Behrens 
Jeanie Brown 
Bridget Schmitt 
 
Frank and June Novakowski 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Tania Mitton 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
John and Dee Mulkerin 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Dennis Mullan 
David and Sally Mullan 
 
Eleanor Petrick - 5th Birthday 
Ray, Genie, and Mary Urick 
 
Donna Resuali 
Roger and Sandy Davis 
 
Mary Urick 
Richard DiPrima 
Roy Fisher 
Ken and Mary Sichz 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

IN  HONOR 

 

Thank you to our  
recent jn-kind  donors: 

  
For the Jewelry Cartel !! 

Penny Anderson 
Laurie Fischer 
Barb Gurevitz 
Jean Paprocki 

 
Glasses for the 

Lombard Lions Club !! 
St. Matthew Parishioners  

GENERAL 
DONATIONS 

 

 

100+ Women Who Care, 
Elmhurst 

 

Knights of Columbus,  
St. Joachim, Council #15296 

 

Lombard Lions Club 
 

St. Isidore Church,  
Bloomingdale  



Administration/Programming 
613 South Main Street 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Phone/Fax: (630) 495-RRAF [7723] 
E-Mail: RRAF@RRAF.ORG 
 
Programming Annex 
619 South Main Street 
Lombard, IL  60148 

Please accept my donation in the amount of: 

 ___________  Benefactor, $500 ______________  Centurian, $100  _____________ Sponsor, $50 

   ___________ Friend, $10             ______________ Other 

This donation is in memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  honor of: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send acknowledgement to: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________________ State: _________________ Zip Code: __________________ 

Please make checks payable to RRAF and mail to 613 South Main Street, Lombard, IL  60148-3341.  RRAF is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization.  All donations not exchanged for goods or services are tax deductible to the extent allowed by IRS regulations.  Should 
you wish a copy of our certified financial audit , please request it in writing to address above.  

Where Reality is Respect, Appreciation, and Fulfillment 
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